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Project  

Duration 

Planned 

Number 

of 

People 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

Received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

DEV 200242: Country 

Programme Lao 

People’s Democratic 

Republic (Lao PDR) 

Jan 12 – 

Dec 16 

 

894,514 

 

81,106,047 
64,788,498 

80% 

                                    

6,309,266  

 

USA, Australia, 

Japan, 

Luxembourg, 

Private Donors 

*July-December 2015 

 

WFP offers a comprehensive nutritional support system. The Mother and Child Health and Nutrition (MCHN) effort 
provides pregnant women and nursing mothers with nutritional support through supplements and food rations. 
Once the child is born, WFP supplies micronutrient supplements to the new born for the first 1,000 days of life. 
This effort ensures nutritional balance and prevents malnutrition and stunting. WFP’s close consultation with local 
health centres ensures optimal ongoing care.  

For children of pre-school and school age, WFP provides a nutritious mid-morning snack as well as education about 
healthy eating. The School Meals (SM) programme targets over 1,500 primary schools. Currently, efforts are being 
made to transition to the introduction of school lunches. In adulthood, rural development activities assist local 
farmers to increase their produce through Food Assistance for Assets (FFA) or Purchase for Progress (P4P). Not 
only does this process link farmers to markets, it also increases long term food security by encouraging self-

sufficiency.  

In all stages of life, WFP wants to address micronutrient deficiencies, advocating with the Lao Government and the 
private sector on the fortification of locally produced foods to increase consumption of micronutrients. Lao PDR lies 
in a geographical area that is prone to natural disasters. Recurring floods, excessive rain or persistent droughts 
lead to food insecurity, making planning ahead paramount. With the rainy season just starting, WFP’s Emergency 
Preparedness and Response initiatives (EPR) train the Government and communities to take appropriate action in 
a crisis. Furthermore, should disaster strike unexpectedly, WFP maintains an emergency stock of canned fish to 
feed 35,000 people and could borrow rice from the School Meals component while awaiting donations. 

 

  

WFP’s goal for Lao PDR is eradication of malnutrition and 
undernourishment, improving overall health, wellbeing and 
development. A key area of engagement is the reduction and 
prevention of stunting and malnutrition related anaemia. 
Other areas include food waste management, resourceful 
handling of food and addressing the underlying causes of 
existing micronutrient deficiencies.  

In accordance with the Lao Government’s 8th National Socio-
Economic Development Plan and the extension of the United 
Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF), current 
WFP programme will be extended throughout 2016. WFP 
efforts are governed by four principles: 1) to save lives and 
protect livelihoods in emergencies, 2) to support or restore 
food security and nutrition and establish or rebuild livelihoods 
in fragile settings and following emergencies, 3) to reduce risk 
and enable people and communities to meet their own food 
and nutritional needs, and 4) to reduce malnutrition and break 
the intergenerational cycle of hunger.  

In 2015, WFP plans to target nearly 350,000 people. WFP has 
been present in the country since 1976 and the country office 
opened in 2000.  

Local primary school children enjoying their nutritious 

mid-morning snack. Photo © WFP/Sangkhy Vongsanith 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/lao-pdr/home
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS
 

 
PARTNERSHIPS  
Over the next four months, WFP will cooperate with the EU and UNICEF in mapping activities and reviewing WFP’s 
efforts in nutrition and nutrition sensitive interventions with the intention of establishing a Nutrition Information 

System/Platform in Lao PDR. The University of British Columbia has commenced an impact evaluation of WFP’s 
Mother and Child Health and Nutrition Programme, which will run through December 2015.  

WFP has signed agreements with four partners to implement 21 food assistance for assets (FFA) projects in three 
provinces. These interventions will be community based and provide people with rice during the lean season. This 
partnership will run until the end of the year. WFP is one of the lead technical agencies on nutrition and food 
security issues and has been actively supporting joint initiatives such as the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) movement; 
the Joint Food Security Thematic Group; the Multi-Sectoral Food and Nutrition Security Action Plan (WFP, UNICEF, 
IFAD); and the UN Joint Programme (UNJP) on Maternal and Neonatal Child Health and Nutrition (UNICEF, UNFPA, 
WHO and WFP).  

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
The Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) is a least 
developed and low income country. Lao PDR is landlocked, with 
a population of 6.8 million comprising 49 officially recognised 
ethnic groups. It has one of the lowest population densities in 
Asia at 29 people per km² with a third of all villages inaccessible 
by road during May to September - rainy season, and a further 
nine percent with no road access at all. Twenty eight percent of 
the population lives below the national poverty line (USD 
1.25/day) while nationally the GDP per capita is USD 1,661. 
While three quarters of the economically active population is in 
the agriculture sector, unexploded ordinances still contaminate a 
significant land area, limiting agricultural potential. National 
literacy rates for young men (15-24 years) continue to surpass 
women at 77 percent compared to 69 percent.  
 

Lao PDR is significantly affected by food insecurity and 
consequently elevated malnutrition, primarily caused by limited 
access to and utilisation of food. Although the rate of malnutrition 

has halved since 1990, 27 percent of children are still 
underweight and 44 percent are stunted. 

Lao PDR is prone to natural disasters such as floods, landslides 
and droughts, which makes many areas food insecure. The 2014 International Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI) Global Hunger Index rates hunger levels for Lao PDR as ‘alarming’ with the country ranked 61 out of 76 
countries, signalling the need for sustained development efforts. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 Lao PDR, with the ongoing support of WFP, has 
achieved the first Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG), by halving the proportion of hungry people 
between 1990 and 2015.  

 WFP is currently partnering with the Ministry of 

Education and Sports and Catholic Relief Services to 
provide School Garden training as part of the School 
Meals initiative. 800 people have already been trained 
covering 246 schools in five districts.  

 The Mother and Child Health and Nutrition Programme 
conducted nutrition training in four districts of Sekong 
Province for the Lao Women’s Union representatives 
to help spread WFP’s messages on a balanced diet.  

 Sugar, Nutributter and Plumpz-Doz have been 
delivered to critical areas in Phonthong, Nhotou, Mai 
Ta oi, Samoi and Sanxi.  

 WFP and Save the Children participated in a natural 

disaster training for school children in a high risk 
region, which has been shown to increase knowledge 
and skills amongst children and their parents on what 
to do in case a disaster strikes. WFP is developing a 
proposal for a similar pilot project in schools where 
they run the School Meals Programme. 

 The School Meals Programme has received generous 
funding that allows it to continue until the end of the 
year.  

 Fourteen villages in Sekong province have 
relocated or merged. WFP needs to review and 
evaluate this situation to ensure those in need of 
support can be reached. 

 The rainy season has started and will last until 

September, which will make access to remote 
locations more challenging. Food has been pre-
positioned to avoid delays in distributions.  

 The majority of WFP’s funding is earmarked for 
specific programmes, limiting the ability to 
prioritise resources if required.   

 The high drop out and repetition rates in Grade 1 
are a challenge to achieving the MDG 2, to achieve 
universal primary education. 
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